Daily Lesson Plan

Sean F. Seyfert 



           Lesson 1 Title: “Symbolism in the Ancient World”: This will be an art lesson that deals 

                                     with the power and importance symbolism throughout history. This will 

                                     be the 1st lesson of a 4–lesson unit that deals with this subject matter. The 

                                     title of this unit is "Symbolism Through the Ages"

           Unit Goals: After completion of this unit, the Art 1 students will be able to:

a. Students will demonstrate an understanding of what a symbol is.

b. Students will demonstrate an understanding of how symbolism has been used in the art of various cultures throughout history.

c. Student will create a work of art where they create a visual representation of their name based on the symbolism of ancient cultures.

d. Students will create 2 series of sketches. One set is for the second lesson in this unit where they create a "Personal symbol" for themselves. The other set is for the final project.

e. Students will create a symbol to represent who they are individually. This is for the second project of this unit.

f. Students will create a final work that can be either a poster or a piece of sequential art, which deals with a contemporary issue of their choosing.

g. Students will participate in a final critique of the finished works.


2.1 Demonstrate an understanding of art elements and design principles.

2.2 Analyze and critique organizational components and expressive qualities of artworks.

2.3 Evaluate the function of artworks as to utilitarian or intrinsic purposes.

3.2 Evaluate meaningful images that reflect personal experiences and environments.

3.3 Analyze and interpret symbols and their origins.

4.1 Demonstrate an understanding of how historical and contemporary works of art reflect and influence societies and cultures.

4.2 Interpret the function and explore the meaning of specific art objects within varied cultures.




a) After viewing a PowerPoint presentation on symbolism in ancient times,

Art 1 students will participate in a discussion about these sorts of symbols and how and why they were used.

           b)  After teacher instruction, Art 1students will be able to create their names using 

                 any of the forms of symbolism covered in the presentation. They will create 2 

                 types of projects. They will draw these, cover he lines in glue so as to create   

                 raised and textured lines, and then do rubbings of these using newsprint and 

                charcoal. They will create 2 versions of the glue plates, as well as a third plate   

                which will be a collograph made from cut and glued cardboard. Students will 

                then do charcoal rubbings on newsprint of all 3 plates. They will then create a 

                series of 6 prints from these plates (2 prints per plate).

c)  After completing the assignment and participating in the discussions for this 

      lesson, Art 1 Students will gain an understanding of what symbolism is as well 

      as how symbols were used in the ancient world.


· Pencils (for sketches)

· Glue 

· Paper towels (for obvious reasons of cleaning and keeping clean)

· Ruler (as needed for making straight lines in projects)

· Handout on "Symbolism in the Ancient World"

· Newspaper to cover desks and tables

· Old shirts to use as smocks

· Newsprint paper (for sketches and rubbing)

· Charcoal (for rubbings)

· Cardboard for creating glue plates and collagrapgh plates.

· Printing ink (different colors)

· Brayers for applying ink to plates.


       a) Set: Students will be shown a PowerPoint present on symbolism as it appeared and was 

           used in Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, cuneiform and cave painting.

       b) Key Questions: 

                Art Production:

                  > What does “symbolism” mean? 

>In what sorts of way can symbols be used for communication?

>Who know what the term “hieroglyphic” means?

>Who knows what a rubbing is?

>What are some reasons that people have made rubbings?

>Who knows what a relief print is?

>How are relief prints produced?

              Art criticism:

>  By this point, students should already be comfortable discussing new concepts,    

      their own personal discoveries, as well as their opinions of the works of art 

      presented by the teacher and other students (in a critique-like situation).

                 > What do you like/dislike the art of Ancient Egypt/ Ancient Greece/ cave painting, 

                    etc..? Why?

                 > What do you feel that you have learned during this exercise? 

              Art History:

                 > What is Symbolism?

                 > How can symbolism be used to express and communicate?

>What were some of the ways in which symbolism was used in the ancient world?

             Art Aesthetics:  

                >How do the symbols appear to be arranged in ancient Egyptian art?

                >Do you think that the ancient Egyptians, Greeks, etc.. had composition and form in 

                   mind when creating their symbols so s to create a feeling of unity in them?

                >What types of subject matter did we see depicted in the symbols of the cultures in the 

                   presentation that we watched?

                > How are these types of symbols similar to symbols that we might see today?

        c) Classroom Strategies:

 >Teacher will show the PowerPoint presentation on ancient symbolism.

 >Teacher will start an in class discussion on these sorts of symbols with the entire   

    class.

                 >Teacher will give a handout to class that shows examples of the symbolism from the 

    PowerPoint presentation.

     >Teacher will assign the project for this lesson which is to create their names using   

       any of the forms of symbolism covered in the presentation. They will draw these, 

       cover the lines in glue so as to create raised and textured lines, and then, once the 

       glue has dried do rubbings of these using newsprint and charcoal. If the glue has not    

       dried by the end of the class period, the students will be given 20 minutes at the 

       beginning of the next class period to finish their rubbings.

        d) Practice and Review:

 >The students will spend time talking about their finished piece as a class during a 

     critique at the end of this unit.

                   *The sorts of discussions involved in student critique will allow for the students to 

                    take part in their own learning, develop social skills and deal and generate interest in 

                    the topic being taught. While it is important to let the discussion grow on it’s own, 

                    some of the topics chosen by the students for this project might generate some

                    controversy in the class. It is important that teacher remains in control of the 

                    situation and can demonstrate the ability to take constructive criticism and how to 

                    “agree to disagree” in a mature manner.

               > Teacher will ask class what they have learned about symbolism as well as the cultures 

                   mentioned in class.

          e) Learner Involvement: 

> Students will participate in the "rubbing" and collograph projects as well as any and 

                   all class discussion and critiquing that are involved in this lesson.

               > Students will be encouraged to ask questions during all presentations, during critique,   

                  and at any other time that they feel it is important to do so.

          f) Learner Environment:

              > Teacher will make sure that the students all put their smocks on, so as not to get paint 

                 or other materials on their clothing (as needed).

              > Environment in classroom will be neat and orderly, so as not to impede learning, and 

                  to maintain safety. 

> All discussion and critiques will be handled in a respectful manner by teacher and 

   students alike.

> All paint, ink and other materials will be located in a central area for accessibility.

           g) Closure: 


   > Teacher will ask class what they have learned about symbolism.

> Students will be asked to review what they learned about the ancient cultures covered 

   in the PowerPoint presentation.

               > Students will be asked to discuss how and why they chose to depict their name using 

                  the symbols that they did.

          h) Alternative and/or Supplemental Activities:

                >Children will be offered an extra credit project that involves research on any of the    

                  cultures or symbols mentioned in class presented as a 2-page handwritten paper. 

                  These will be due a week later.

        

             Informal:

                    > Teacher will walk around and observe the students making their plates.

                        Teacher will be asking the students questions about the demonstrations, 

                        and about the direction that they might take with their project.

                    >The pieces created during this lesson will be included in a class critique, which will 

                       take place at the end of this unit.

              Formal: 

 > Students will be graded on class participation as well as their finished piece.

 > Vocabulary terms (mentioned at the end of this lesson plan) and concepts 

     mentioned in the PowerPoint presentation and in discussion will be included in an 

    exam at a later date.

                    >The extra credit assignment will also be factored in for those students who chose to 

                         complete it. A rubric will be used for this a well.


                   > The material will be reviewed.

                   > Students will be dealt with on a one-on-one basis to identify their specific strengths 

                      and weaknesses during class time.

                   > A test will be given at a later date, of which this material (including any vocabulary 

                      words discussed) will be a part.

                     


  By this point in the unit the students will already have knowledge of many key 

              Vocabulary words, as well as the principles and elements of design.  During this lesson 

              however, they will be required to know the following terms:  

                 Symbol- An object standing for or representing something else; an emblem.

                 Symbolism- Th art or practice of representing things by symbols.

                 Pictograph-A pictorial symbol used in writing.

                 Cuneiform-Wedge-shaped, as the characters in ancient Persian, etc. inscriptions.

                 Hieroglyphic- A system of writing by using pictures.

                 Character-A mark made in writing, printing, etc.

                 Rubbing-Using charcoal or pencil to transfer the raised areas of a surface onto paper 

                                or fabric. This is accomplished by placing the fabric or paper upon the 

                                surface and rubbing in the texture with the charcoal or pencil.

                 Relief Print-a print created by applying ink to the raise areas of a plate and then 

                            printing off of that plate

Instructional Procedures:





Materials and Media: 





Instructional Objectives: 





 Unit/Lesson Title and Unit Goals: 





 Subject Area: 9th-12th grade (Art 1 students)





Evaluation: 





Reteaching: 





Vocabulary List:





State Standards for Visual Arts











