UNIT PLAN: Symbolism Through the Ages

Sean Seyfert 

Fall 2003

High School Art: Art 1 Class

This unit will take 2 weeks 

1. Unit Goals:  

a. Students will demonstrate an understanding of what a symbol is.

b. Students will demonstrate an understanding of how symbolism has been used in the art of various cultures throughout history.

c. Student will create a work of art where they create a visual representation of their name based on the symbolism of ancient cultures.

d. Students will create 2 series of sketches. One set is for the second lesson in this unit where they create a "Personal symbol" for themselves. The other set is for the final project.

e. Students will create a symbol to represent who they are individually. This is for the second project of this unit.

f. Students will create a final work that can be either a poster or a piece of sequential art, which deals with a contemporary issue of their choosing.

g. Students will participate in a final critique of the finished works.

2. Curriculum:   State Content Standards

VISUAL ART

Grades 9-12
1.1 Demonstrate the use of knowledge and technical skills in at least one specific medium.

1.2 Produce visual art that exhibits a communication of ideas through the use of media, tools, techniques, and processes.

1.3 Analyze, synthesize and evaluate the application of media, techniques and processes used to solve visual art problems.

2.1 Demonstrate an understanding of art elements and design principles.

2.2 Analyze and critique organizational components and expressive qualities of artworks.

2.4 Apply problem-solving skills to create solutions to specific visual art tasks.

3.1 Demonstrate critical thinking in the selection of content in works of art.

3.2 Evaluate meaningful images that reflect personal experiences and environments.

3.3 Analyze and interpret symbols and their origins.

3.4 Research and create a series of related works in a particular subject matter.

4.1 Demonstrate an understanding of how historical and contemporary works of art reflect and influence societies and cultures.

4.2 Interpret the function and explore the meaning of specific art objects within varied cultures.

4.3 Demonstrate how history and culture influence the production of art

5.2 Reflect on and evaluate artworks in order to understand various interpretations.

3.   Student Characteristics:

Art 1 students are high school age and will range from 9th -12th grade. The lessons involved in this unit are those of style concept, technique a well as some art history. This project can address the needs of a specific group of learners. Any problems that may be encountered during this unit by children with special needs will be dealt with and overcome on a per child basis. Some examples of this could be that children with vision problems could be moved closer to the front of the class. Pairing children could be another solution for students who have comprehension deficits.

4. Introduction:

The first lesson introduces symbolism as it appeared and was used in such cultures as ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece and cave painting.  Some examples of this would be the Greek alphabet, Egyptian Hieroglyphics, Cuneiform and examples of painting from the caves at Lascaux, France. These examples will be shown in the form of a PowerPoint presentation. After viewing the presentation, there will be a class discussion about these sorts of symbols and how and why they were used. This will be followed by the first project for this unit, which is to create their names using any of the forms of symbolism covered in the presentation. They will draw these, cover the lines in glue so as to create raised and textured lines, and then do rubbings of these using newsprint and charcoal.

They will create 2 of these “glue plates” as well as a third plate made of cardboard for a collagraph plate. Students will make a rubbing of each plate, as well as 2 prints of each plate.

The second lesson will be symbolism in today's world. The class will explore such symbols as traffic signs, restroom symbols and advertisement logos. These types of symbols will be shown to the class in the form of a PowerPoint presentation. The class will discuss these sorts of symbols after viewing the presentation. Students will then complete a series of sketches that culminate into a final piece of art. This piece is to be a personal symbol. That is, each student is to create a symbol or logo that represents who they are personally. 

The third lesson in this unit will be about how symbolism can be used to convey much more abstract concepts such as "right" and "wrong" as well as how these types of symbolism have been used to influence people's opinions and convey emotion. Once again this lesson will start off with a PowerPoint presentation. This presentation will show examples of propaganda posters. It will also show examples of symbolism as it was used in the works of author Dr. Seuss as well as several other examples of sequential art. Once viewing this presentation and discussing it as a class afterwards, the student will begin the final piece that will be created for this unit. This piece will be based upon a series of sketches that the students must complete prior to beginning this project. The project itself will be in a 2-dimensional medium of the students' choosing and must deal with a contemporary issue of each student's choosing. It will be completed as either a poster or a piece of sequential art. 

The fourth lesson will simply be a one-day critique where all 3 projects as well as all sketches from this unit will be displayed and discussed as a class. This will be done in an orderly and respectful manner. In other words, no one will verbally assault or insult the personal views of other students, and no one will speak while someone else is speaking

5. Materials and Media:

· Poster board/matted board

· Paintbrushes

· Tempera paint (for painting whenever needed)

· Pencils (for sketches)

· Glue 

· Paper towels (for obvious reasons of cleaning and keeping clean)

· Ruler (as needed for making straight lines in projects)

· Handout on "Symbolism in the Ancient World"

· Newspaper to cover desks and tables

· Old shirts to use as smocks

· Pen and India ink (if needed for final piece)

· Newsprint paper (for sketches and rubbing)

· Charcoal (for rubbings)

· Other materials will be distributed on an as needed basis and depending on the needs and direction of each individual student.

This pertains to the 2nd and 3rd projects of the unit.

6. Assessment and Evaluation:

· Student effort and participation in activities and class discussions will be noted and evaluated on a daily basis by the instructor.

·  Students will be asked questions at beginning and end of each class.  The ability to answer those questions or listen to the answers to those questions is observed by the instructor.  These questions include identifying the definitions of key terms that will be discussed in each lesson, (Such terms as "hieroglyphic", "propaganda" and "sequential art") discussing cultural exemplars or student work, and describing processes for art production techniques as they are used in the assignments.

· Students will also be expected to participate in the critiques for at the end of the unit so as to discuss what they have learned as a class.

· The teacher will evaluate each student’s effective use of art materials to display newfound knowledge of art elements, processes and techniques as well as some knowledge of art history as it applies to each lesson. Rubrics for each lesson will be used to aid in this. 

· All projects are expected to be turned in on time.

· Some of the aforementioned terms and concepts will be included on an exam at a later date.

   7.  Relationship of Goals and Assessments:

a. Student participation in discussions and review and critiques should display some knowledge of definitions and identification of art concepts and art history as they pertain to the unit.

b. While in class, the students will be presented with examples Symbolism as it pertains to each lesson.  When asked to identify or explain the use of a particular art element, principle or technique in these pieces, students should be able to talk about each of these things as they relate to the pieces in question, as many of these concepts and terms will have been covered in previous lessons.

c. The use of 3 main styles symbolism will be apparent in the works displayed as well as the assignments that will be completed by the students. Each of which be explored though the discussions of the cultural exemplars as well as the completion of the 3 projects as well as the final critique.

